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NOTICES & 
INTERCESSIONS 

                                            Week of 19 December 2021

.

The Seventh Sunday of Ancient Advent  
19 December at 10.30 AM 

Saint Mary’s Episcopal Church 
Maryland + 39 Avenue 

stmarysphoenix.org

OGOD WITH USEmmanuel
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The Episcopal Church of 

Saint Mary the Virgin • Phoenix 

Notices :: 19 December 2021

Christmas at Saint Mary’s 

Friday, 24 December at 9.30 pm Christmas Eve Festival High Mass
A blaze of candles, the ancient Proclamation of the Birth of Christ; a Procession to the 
Crèche; and some of our very favorite hymns will highlight this year’s Solemn High Mass 
on the Eve of the Feast of the Nativity—commonly called Christmas Eve 
This is an excellent opportunity to invite family and friends to a liturgy which epitomizes 
St Mary’s ability to combine both solemnity and exuberant joy as we give thanks that 
God sent his Son to us as the ultimate sign of his amazing Love. 
But wait! There’s more!

The joyful pageantry of the Mass will be followed by our annual and very festive 
Christmas Bash which will feature the Vicar’s Apotheosis of the Egg-Nog—as well as a 
selection of sweet and savory tidbits to delight every palate. 

Would you appreciate a ride to Midnight Mass?
So, in order to make it possible for everyone to attend, we are coordinating rides for 
those who would like to join us for Midnight Mass, and the wonderfully festive Christmas 
Bash which follows.  
We have a fund dedicated to underwriting round trip Uber and Lyft rides for those who 
prefer not to drive at night. Just contact the office: 602.354.7540, or drop an email to 
karen@stmarysphoenix.org and we’ll be glad to help coördinate transport. 
So, please don’t let transportation be a reason for staying home. We look forward to 
having you celebrate the Feast of the Nativity with us this year!  

Please consider bringing Finger food for our Christmas Parties which following the 
liturgies on Christmas Eve, Christmas morning, the First Sunday after Christmas, and the 
Second Sunday after Christmas. Thanks so very much!  
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Saturday, 25 December at 10.30am Christmas Morning Low Mass •
Our traditional Christmas morning Eucharist is a smaller scale, more intimate anc 
contemplative liturgy—the perfect way to offer our selves as a gift to our Lord.  
A reception will follow.  

Sunday, 26 December at 10.30am Christmas I :: Solemn Mass
Sunday, 2 January at 10.30am 

Christmas II :: Solemn Mass  

The Baptism, Confirmation, and Inquirer Process 
If you are interested in being baptized, or confirmed, or reaffirm your faith, or find out 
more about how Christians for 2000 years have ‘grown in the knowledge and love of God,’ 
talk with Fr Craig and email him at craigplus@mac.com.  
Our process for Inquirers and Catechumens (people who are preparing for Baptism at the 
Great Vigil of Easter), and Confirmation by the Bishop will begin after Christmas, during 
Epiphany season.  

Bible Study: Women in the Bible

Tuesdays at 7:00pm on Zoom 

Women throughout history have been rendered invisible or voiceless, but for those willing 
to dig, the Bible features many strong female personages, good, bad, and complicated. 
This study is thematic.  We will not only look at these remarkable women from a 
biographical perspective, but also as symbols of God's covenant relationship with 
humans and as markers of the history of Salvation. 
Enter the url stmarysphoenix.org/bible-studies to join our casual Bible study and dive 
deeper into the Word of God in the Old and New Testaments.  
Everyone is welcome!  

Amazon Smile

Did you know that you can make a contribution to St Mary’s while you shop? Just go to 
Amazon at smile.amazon.com and choose Saint Mary’s as your charity. Then for every 
purchase you make, a small percentage will be donated to our parish! 

mailto:craigplus@mac.com
mailto:craigplus@mac.com
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Electronic liturgical calendar

Who doesn’t want to know that “Today is the Feast of St Gregory Naziansus” when 2 
January rolls around? Or, that “Sunday 13 February is the Sixth Sunday after the 
Epiphany?”  
Well, the Church Pension Group has got you covered! Simply go to cpg.org/global/
online-resources/liturgical-calendar/ and download their free calendar for electronic 
devices. This works with any device which uses .ics files for calendar data (which is 
almost every pc, Mac, tablet, or smart phone. 
Astound your friends! Puzzle your co-workers around the water fountain!  

Lay Eucharistic Ministry

Ours and Uniquely Life-giving  

Lay Eucharistic Ministry (LEM) is a ministry of presence, as well as a ministry of the 
Sacrament—bringing Holy Communion to those who are unable to attend Sunday Mass 
on a regular basis. This ministry does require some training, transportation, and some 
flexibilities in your schedule. 

If you would be interested in learning more, please contact the Coordinator -- Cheak Yee 
("check") at 623.499.5859 or twcy85323@yahoo.com.   

Children and Youth 
Sundays at 10.30am 

Sunday School 
Lectionary-based learning and activities for children and youth are available during 
the Liturgy of the Word. Young people join the service during the Exchange of the 
Peace. 

The Requiem for Gwen Pelton is 
tomorrow, Monday 20 December.
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Outreach

Cans for Camp 

We continue our fund-raising to provide scholarships to summer camp at Chapel Rock. 
Please give your aluminum cans directly to Carol and John Roberts, or Lynn Boddy. Thanks 
for your help! 

Stewardship 
Time • Talent • Treasure 

The IRS is quite picky
Contributions to the mission and ministry of St Mary’s Church which are received after 31 
December cannot be counted toward your 2020 pledge. Therefore, if you would like a 
donation to be included on your 2020 giving statement for tax purposes, please make sure it 
is received in the parish office by Sunday, 27 December.  
If necessary, special  arrangements can be made by emailing the Treasurer: 
karen@stmarysphoenix.org 

Pledge Envelopes
If you are part of the cadre of committed parishioners who prefer to use weekly pledge 
envelopes rather than writing a check or arranging an automatic electronic contribution 
through your bank or debit card agency, please contact Karen Dura, our Treasurer 
karen@stmarysphoenix.org. She will be glad to make sure you have a set for 2022.  

Electronic giving 
During the pandemic, a number of our fellow parishioners have discovered the joys of 
scheduled electronic giving. It’s easy!  
If you pay any of your bills electronically, you can use the same process to set up your regular 
contributions to St Mary’s. Check the menu of your credit union or bank’s online banking app 
for the page where you can ‘pay a bill.’ You can set up the amount of your annual pledge to 
be spread over the year on a schedule you determine—weekly, bi-weekly, monthly and 
quarterly are popular payment schedules. 
Thank you so much for your continued support of our life and ministry at St Mary’s!
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Weekly Worship
Daily Office 

Matins (Morning Prayer) • Daily at 9:00 am • Chapel :: coffee & conversation follow 
Midday Prayer and Parish Intercessions • Daily except Sundays at Noon • Chapel
Evening Prayer • Daily at 5:00 pm • Chapel

Midweek Eucharist • Wednesdays at 9.00am • Chapel   

Sundays
Matins • 9:00 am • Chapel.
Solemn Mass • 10:30 am • Church.
Vespers • 5.00 pm • Chapel

Meetings 
NA • every night of the year at 10pm on the St Mary’s campus 
AA • Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays at Midnight 
AA • Tuesdays at 7.30pm 
CMA • Thursdays at 6.00pm 

Online Bible Study • Tuesdays at 7.00pm • stmarysphoenix.org/bible-studies 
Union of Black Episcopalians • TBA 
Vestry • Sunday, 23 January 2022 following the Parish Annual Meeting • Parish House 

Mark your calendars 
Christmas Eve Festival High Mass • Friday, 24 December, at 9.30pm • Church 
     Parish Christmas Bash! • following Christmas Eve High Mass—until…? 
Christmas Morning Solemn Mass • Saturday, 25 December, at 10.30am • Church 
Christmas I Solemn Mass • Sunday, 26 December, at 10.30am • Church 
Christmas II Solemn Mass • Sunday, 2 January, at 10.30am • Church 
Parish Annual Meeting • Sunday 23 January 2022, following Mass • Church
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Parish Intercessions 
  for personal use 

Lord have mercy. 
Christ have mercy. 
Lord have mercy. 

Our Father who art in heaven, 
   hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come,  
   thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses,  
   as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
   but deliver us from evil. 

Lord hear our prayer. 
And let our cry come to you. 

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, 
live together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world.  

We pray 
For our virtual guests each week; for the newest members of StMarysPeople; and for all 
those exploring the Episcopal Church, especially

	 Anastasia, Myckenzie, and Devin 
For Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury; Michael, our Primate; and Jennifer, our Bishop 
In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer: The Church of the Province of Central Africa 
In the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer: Church of St Peter, Litchfield Park 
For The Diocese of Navajoland 
Our Companion Diocese: Western Mexico  
Our Companion Parish: St Mary’s Church, Brooklyn, NY 
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We pray 
For StMarysPeople; our Rector, Wardens, and Vestry; and all others who minister in 
and through this Parish Church: especially the Congregation of Santa Maria and their 
Vicar, the Revd Rosa Brown. 
For our Priest Associates, The Revd Gordon Bardos, and The Revd Canon Frank 
Clark 

For the members of The Society of Catholic Priests ANGLICAN  and their parishes

For monastics and their communities, especially  

Br Jeffrey Shy and The Community of Solitude; Br Lee Hughes and The Anglican 
Order of Preachers DOMINICAN; The Society of St John the Evangelist, and The 
Oblates of the Servants of Christ


Lord, in your mercy  
Hear our prayer.  

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and 
peace; that we may honor one another and serve the common good.  

We pray 
For Joseph, our President, our Courts; and our Congress; Douglas, our Governor, and 
all others in civil authority amongst us  
For this city, and our local community; our leaders, people, and those who work or visit 
here 
For all who are working, with justice and compassion, to heal our unhappy divisions 
For the protection, encouragement, and guidance by the Holy Spirit of our Police, Fire-
Fighters, Paramedic Teams, and our Armed Forces  

We pray 
For all those fighting the COVID-19 pandemic 

Doctors, nurses, and hospital support staff, 

especially Patty and Demetrio; 


those doing testing and contact tracing; 

those researching treatment options; 

those distributing vaccines;

and for Coroners and Undertakers.


Lord, in your mercy  
Hear our prayer.  

We pray for our enemies, and, through Christ Jesus, for an end to our enmity. 
Lord, in your mercy  
Hear our prayer.  
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Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its 
resources rightly in the service of others and to your honor and glory.  

   We pray 
For the victims of wind, drought, fire, and flood in this country and around the world 
	 Erfel, Felicidad, and Earl Dy, and their family and friends


For all who are working to reduce environmental degradation, combat the global 
climate emergency, and remediate the effects of our exploitation of earth’s resources. 

Lord, in your mercy  
Hear our prayer.  

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ 
in them, and love one another as he loves us.  

We pray especially  
For our families, our God-children, and our friends 
For those celebrating birthdays, anniversaries, or special times in their lives 
For those preparing for baptism and the newly baptized 

For members of our congregation and their ministries amongst us and in the larger 
community  

For those discerning a call to ordained or religious (monastic) life 
For our benefactors, whose legacies continue to bless and challenge future generations of 

StMarysPeople  
For those in our parish who make Christian financial stewardship an outward and visible 

sign of their allegiance to Christ and his kingdom 
For all our brothers and sisters who, week by week, support our common life and ministry 

in this place. 
Lord, in your mercy  
Hear our prayer.  

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and 
hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation.  

We pray 
For those who may be entering into treatment for serious illness; those who are in 
hospital, rehabilitation, or recovering from treatment, especially  

Bruce Duffy, Hugh McAfee-Hughes, Wil Bell, Chuck Lewandowski 

Coleen, David McKinney, Xu Sijia,Elizabeth O’connor, Ann Kinney, Connie Lowe, 
Nancy, Elliot
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For all who seek healing and wholeness, especially 
Don & Brenda Filmore, Anna May Beausoleil, Carol Beckett, Janet Bustrin, Pat 
Bell, Cheak Yee, Margaret Woodall, Janie, John Roberts, Carol Roberts, Lynn 
Boddy, Linda Lewandowski, Eric Brimhall, Carole Kellerman, Elinor Crocker

Pamela Lilliblad; and the members of our Recovery Groups 


Lord, in your mercy  
Hear our prayer.  

We pray for all those commended to our intercessions 

Remembering especially 
Betty Stively, Lisa Olken

Mike O’Bryan, Li Jiangke, Tom Orians, Harrison Friedland, Bruce Ford, Charlie 
Holt


All who are in financial distress, especially  
The under-employed, unemployed, and destitute

Those who are being evicted from their homes or businesses

And all who are homeless 


We pray for 
Our absent sisters and brothers, and those who are shut-in, especially  

Jean Daws, Virginia Smallwood, Barbara Brooks, Linda Dougherty, and  Elsie 
Dura


All who are incarcerated, especially  
Adrian, Chris, Yaovi


We pray 
For those who feel unloved and unlovely, and for those who have lost hope 

Lord, in your mercy  
Hear our prayer.  

We pray for all who are facing the end of life 

For those who are in Hospice 
Virginia Washington, Mary Armstrong


And for all who mourn 
The family and friends of Gwen Pelton, John William Shy, and Rick Bryant


Lord, in your mercy  
Hear our prayer.  
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These Intercessions are prayed daily  
at Midday Prayer  

in the chapel of  St Mary’s Church. 

Note: As a way of keeping it up to date, we occasionally re-set our intercessions list when it has 
grown lengthy. If you would like us to continue praying for someone who was previously on our 
Intercessions List, please contact Fr Craig at craigplus@maccom and he will be glad to add them 
to the list.

We commend to your mercy all who have died, especially Gwen Pelton, John 
William Shy, and Rick Bryant, that your will for them may be fulfilled; and we 
pray that we may share with the glorious and ever-blessed Virgin Mary and all 
your saints in your eternal kingdom. 
Lord, in your mercy  
Hear our prayer.  

For a parish church 
Almighty and everliving God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth, hear our 
prayers for this parish family. Strengthen the faithful, arouse the careless, and 
restore the penitent. Grant us all things necessary for our common life, and bring 
us all to be of one heart and mind within your holy Church; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 

The Officiant concludes  
Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your apostles, “Peace I give to you, my own peace I 
leave with you.” Regard not our sins but the faith of your Church, and give to us 
the peace and unity of that heavenly City, where with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit you live and reign, now and for ever. Amen. 

Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 



12

      THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF SAINT MARY THE VIRGIN 

 6533 N 39 AVENUE•PHOENIX AZ•85019 
 STMARYSPHOENIX.ORG

St Mary’s-on-the-Web StMarysPhoenix.org 
facebook.com/StMarysPhoenix 
youtube.com/StMarysPhoenix 

smile.amazon.com

The Purpose of St Mary’s Church is 

• to be a welcoming, loving, diverse, inclusive, and Christ-centered community; 
• to offer vibrantly-alive worship in the Great Tradition of the English Church; 
• to empower people to use their gifts to serve others in Christ’s Name; 
• to be a light to the community by generously sharing the resources God has 

given us. 

Only where love and need are one, 
And the work is play for mortal stakes, 
Is the deed ever really done 
For heaven and the future’s sakes. 

~ Robert Frost 
Two Tramps in Mud Time


